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Students fear
for Cal Grants
bv Jencv James
--S-taff Writer

The first Creative Writing Reading Series of the spring semester,
hosted by the MFA Program in Creative Writing, began last Wednesday
evening with the author and professor Judith Claire Mitchell. Lysley
Tenorio, an English professor at
Saint Mary's and also author of
Monstress, introduced Mitchell with
a speech full of equal parts admiration and respect.
Currently a professor in the English Department at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, Mitchell also
co-directs the Program in Creative
Writing and directs the Wisconsin
Institute for Creative Writing. Although there to partly promote her
novel The Last Day of the War, she
did not read from it, instead choos-

Many students choose to attend a private school such as
Saint Mary's because of the small
class sizes, the opportunity to be
taught by professors rather than
Teacher Assistants and abundant
financial aid. But things might
soon change for the finances of
private school students as Governor Brown recently proposed
cutting· the maximum Cal Grant
award by 44 percent at nonprofit
private colleges which would affect more than 26,000 students in
California, 660 of whom attend
Saint Mary 's. Meanwhile, the
proposed cuts would leave public
college students unscathed.
In addition to the Cal Grant
reduction proposal, the minimum GPA requirement for Cal
Grants may be changed as well.
The new EFC cutoff for Pell
grants has already been put in
place, moving from a cutoff EFC
of $5 ,273 to $4,995. "Seeing my
Cal Grant taken away would
be absolutely terrifying. I don't
know how I would make up for
the lost money, " Freshman Mary
Rys said. "College is hard enough
without worrying how you will
afford daily necessities. " Rys' Cal
Grant covered nearly a third of
her college expenses.
The plan is expected to cut
$300 million from the Cal Grant
program but could be detrimental
in the long run.
According to the Legislative
Analyst Office's Budget Overview, "proposed cuts to Cal
Grants at private institutions
would end up costing the state
more money in the long term if
it leads to a significant shift of
those students to public institutions."
Transferring to a public college
is one of the options freshman
Jessi Ann Bailey is considering,
in addition to taking on more
loans. "I understand that we are
going through tough times, but
cutting education is only going
to hurt the state in the long run,"
she said. "We 're the next generation to lead; without education,
the future won't be bright."
To subsidize the possible Cal
Grant cuts, Saint Mary's has a
fund set aside specifically for Cal
Grant students. But this is not an
all-inclusive solution. "We will
not be able to fully cover the cut
in Cal Grants for everyone so yes,
students may have to rely more
on federal and private student

see MITCHELL, p2

see GRANTS, p3

C ourtesy of smcgaels.com

Senior Kyle Barraclough, above, and the Gaels baseball team start
the season 3-0 for the first time since 1994. See Sports, page 8.

Shannon Brownlee dicusse

state of healthcare in U.S.

Healthcare discussion illustrates the tough task of reforming healthcare system
bv Ashier Hagin
Editor-in-Chief

Twenty thousand Americans die
each year because they don't have
adequate access to health care.
This is only one of the striking
statistics offered by this year's Wood-

row Wilson visiting fellow, Shannon
Brownlee, who discussed problems
and myths surrounding the United
States healthcare system last Tuesday in the Soda Center.
It is a national disgrace that we
can "spend more per capita on
healthcare than anywhere else in

the world and not manage to cover
all of [our] citizens," Brownlee said.
Brownlee used anecdotes to illustrate the harsh effects of the state
of healthcare in this country. She
started with the story of a 12-yearold boy in Washington, D.C., who
died in 2007 from a brain infection

that started with a rotten tooth. As
the boy's mother searched unsuccessfully for a doctor who would
take Medicaid, his tooth infection
made its way into his brain. He was
admitted to a public hospital, treated
see HEAL TH, p3

Visiting fiction writer hopes to inspire creativity
Author Judith Claire Mitchell discusses her book and the creative writing process
bv Jeannine Abusharllh
N ews Editor

Judith Claire Mitchell, the
visiting fiction writer of The
Last Day of the War, visited Saint
Mary's College last Wednesday
to discuss the writing process.
The creative writing M.F.A .
program hosted an after noon
craft conversation where she
discussed the technique and craft
of carefully structuring a novel.
Mitchell began her discussion
by quoting John Gardner who
said, "No human activity I know
takes more time than writing a
novel ". She said it's surprising to
realize how long it takes to write
a novel. She also quoted Hemmingway who said that "getting
the words right" is the longest
part of writing a novel. "When
trying to create a world , you really have to think about people

and places so that readers are in- it. She had to do a lot of research
trigued," Mitchell said. The writ- about 1919. Her general research
ing process is
about WWI was
everything and
mostly about Arit must be done
menian genocide.
slowly. MitchShe needed to
ell learned in
know everything
grad school that
about the genocide
slow writing is
and to objectively
necessary belearn both sides.
cause when you
Mitchell needed
write too fast
to know how charthe end product
acters dressed ,
is awful. "Perspoke, and acted.
fection" is not
There were always
something she
specifics. Her bigworries about
gest dilemma
when writing,
when writing the
but facts are imnovel was figuring
portant.
C Thomas Vo/ COLLEG IAN(out what language
Her novel The Last Day of the two young women would use to
War was set in Paris after WWI describe male anatomy. After
but she didn't know a lot about
the time period when she started see WRITING, pz
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thorough research of the time
period - she read articles, autobiographies, and diaries - she
learned the proper terminology that would have been used.
Mitchell said, "You have to do a
ton of research even when writing an autobiographical novel."
The novel she is working on now
is not set in past but still requires
reseqrch. Her next novel is based
on a real family and she has
had to read letters and diaries
and use translators during her
research.
"There are so many components to a novel. You have to
have a plot , character, setting,"
Mitchell said, but she didn't
know the entire structure of
her novel when she began. "It
was hard to .w ork with an outline when creating such a large
work."
When starting the writing
process she has a general idea
of the story, but the details
change as she goes on. During
her writing process, she said, "I
work and put it away, work and
put it away." Mitchell said writers takes years to write novels
and some days they may only

MITCHELL: Author aims to integrate
humor into characters, stories
continued from page 1

complete one sentence at a time.
During her writing process, its
one step forward and one step
back as she takes the time to fix
every detail in her novel. "Writers like not knowing, figuring
things out. Writers tell the story,
that's their only task. Readers
and scholars are the ones that
analyze and react to the work."
She never thought about people reading her work before, so it
was strange for her when people
wanted to talk about her work.
She suggested that aspiring
writers not tell everyone about
their work, because, "Talking
about it takes all the oomph out
of it. .. [you've] got to keep it to
yourself".
She told listeners to "have a
group to keep you going and develop a routine for writing. Treat
it like a job and do it regularly
as a commitment. Write what
you have to write." She ended
her afternoon conversation by
telling writers to "find fortitude,
be brave, and push on" when
writing. Her advice to aspiring
writers was meant to spark the
creative process and instill a love
of creative writing.

mg to read
from material
that is to be
part of a new
novel revolving around
several sisters
living in New
York. The
reading she
chose was
from a section in which
she followed
a character
named Lady,
and a description of how
and why she
goes about her
first attempt to
kill herself in
the 1970s.
Lady is
tragically hilarious, her
willingness to
die thwarted
just as she is
about to actually kill herself because she cannot
stand "posthumous humiliation."
Although set decades after the
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Crime Beat

2/10/2012
3:15 a.m.
Incid€nt: Information.
Synopsis: Found Dell Computer
monitor on sidewalk adjacent to
De La Salle Hall; closed.

2/10/2012
2:55 p.m.
Incident: Petty theft.
Synopsis: Food missing from
break room of Health & Wellness
Center; suspended.
2/10/2012
10:55 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook violation.
Synopsis: Minor in possession of
beer, marijuana and paraphernalia
in Justin Hall; referred to Community Life.
2/10/2012
11:34 p.m.
Incident: Medical Assist.
Synopsis: Intoxicated student
in Ageno A transported to John
Muir Medical Center; referred to

Community Life and Health &
Wellness Center.

2/11/2012
3:16 a.m.
Incident: Medical Assist.
Synopsis: Intoxicated student in
Aquinas Hall transported to Kaiser Hospital; referred to Community Life and Health & Wellness
Center.
2/11/2012
6:33 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook violation.
Synopsis: Suspected possession
of controlled substances, marijuana and paraphernalia in Mitty
Hall; referred to Community Life.
2/12/2012
9:29 p.m.
Incident: Medical assist.
Synopsis: Student feeling ill
transported to John Muir Hospital; refeITed to Community Life
and Health & Wellness Center.

2/14/2012
6:24 p.m.
Incident: Information.
Synopsis: Harassing messages
reported at front gate; referred to
Community Life.
2/14/2012
9:38 p.m.
Incident: Grand theft.
Synopsis: lpod and Macbook Pro
stolen in Mitty Hall; referred to
Community Life.
2/15/2012
6:55 p.m.
Incident: Hit and run.
Synopsis: Property damage to
lower portion of rear right door on
De La Salle Drive; suspended.
2/15/2012
11:00 p.m.
Incident: Theft of college property.
Synopsis: Two pool sticks stolen
from De La Salle game room;
referred to Community Life.

feisty WWI protagonist The Last
Day of the War, both works present
women who are slightly unhinged
but ultimately admirable, even if not
in the traditional sense. A reader
knows that these women are slightly
nuts, but one cannot help but want
to learn what will happen to them
nonetheless.
After the reading, Mitchell spoke
about writing the novel, and the multitude of time and research she had
to dedicate in order to write successful historical fiction. She also talked
about walking the fine line between
remaining historically accurate and
also having the freedom to do what
she needs to in order to tell a good
story. Like an artist with a brush,
Mitchell admitted to moving places,
people, and geographical locations
to suit the story if she needed to,
but that she tried to refrain in order
to stay exact.
The night closed with a few more
questions, mostly about the difficulties of writing about places and
events long gone and the writing
process as a whole (which was also
covered during her craft talk earlier
in the day). What stuck though was
her assertion that she tries to make
her characters and her stories at least
slightly humorous because, "No
matter what, we make each other
laugh. It's a blessing." Mitchell
seems to mirror her own character, for after her botched suicide
Lady struggles to drag herself off
the floor despite being covered in
random gross things from the pipe
that burst from holding her noose.
Amidst the pile of rusted pipe and
suspicious fluid, her body bruised
and her leg broken, Lady thinks
to herself, "Someday, this will be
funny." Mitchell should know that
it already is.
Mitchell's reading of her novel
was meant to inspire Saint Mary's
students into creating their own
written works. As an author, Mitchell's quest is to write and learn new
techniques to writing. She addressed
the challenges to writing but also
the victories as a writer as well. Her
humor and honesty about her work
gave listeners an awareness of the
art of creative writing.
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Calendar

The Academic Advising Center has scheduled Academic
uccess Workshops in early spring, so you can get back in
the game before the end of the semester!
Tues, 2/21 @ 6:00 - 7:30

Oakland ltnpact Panel

Wed, 2/22@ 2:15 - 3:45

Tuesday, February 21
7:00 PM· 9:30 PM

Thur, 2/23@ 11:20-12:50

Contaet Beth Hampson

Soda Center

x.8543

Tues, 2/28 @ 4:30 - 6:00

89.5:r.m:
Wed, 2/29 @ 3:30 - 5:00

The official radio voice of Saint Mary's College
is now broadcasting online.

To sign-up for a workshop
Contact Academic Advising Center
x4349
smcadvising@stmarys-ca.edu

M.9vie ,Night
Tuesday, February 21

9:00PM ~ ll:OOPM
Hagerty~.

· Co$aCt Reuben Greenwald
x4704

Visit ksmc895.tumblr.com to tune in live!
'
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HEALTH:Brownlee suggests a switch to organized care systems
continued from page 1
and sent home, but later returned,
Brownlee said, and died in his
mother's arms.
"He died because his mother
couldn't find $80 for dental service,"
Brownlee said. "His brain infection
cost the hospital $250,000."
While she lauded the healthcare
legislation signed into law by President Obama, she noted that he is
not the first American president
to push for universal healthcare.
"Teddy Roosevelt, Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Dwight D.
Eisenhower, Linden Johnson ...
republicans and democrats have
all tried," she said. She noted the
importance of this legislation: "It's
a national tragedy when a child dies
from an infection that could have
been so easily treated."
And while ObamaCare may be a
step in the right direction, Brownlee
says, health insurance reform is only
half the battle. "Now we have to tum
around and tackle the really tough
task: transforming our dysfunctional,
vehement, disorganized, and spectacularly expensive healthcare delivery system." This system includes
hospitals, nurses, hospice workers,
and other healthcare providers.
While there are thousands of
Americans who die each year because they lack access to healthcare,
there are also thirty thousand Medicare recipients who die each year

:

Wednesday, F~ 22

S:OOPM • 9;00 PM
Chapel

from care they don't need.
For those who do have health
insurance, overtreatment is a growing issue. More drugs, tests,
days spent in the hospital,
and additional procedures,
though they may be unnecessary for most patients, are
hugely profitable. "Patients
are valuable commodities,"
she said.
Brownlee described a
sort of "medical technology arms race" in the US
healthcare system, where,
in order for hospitals to
fund the purchase of CT or
MRI scanners, they must
run patients through it even if it's not necessary.
She noted that in some
hospitals, doctors have
been fired for not ordering
enough tests.
Brownlee, whose book
CJvertreated: Why Too Much
Medicine is Making Us Sicker
was named the best economics book of 2007 by the
New York Times, noted that medicine
has become a commercial transaction. "This year, we will spend 2. 7
trillion dollars on healthcare. That's
almost as much as the worldwide
market on petroleum, which is
3.7 trillion," she said. "We spend
more on healthcare than we spend

on food. The federal government
spends more on healthcare than it
does on defense. We spend more

What's more, patients have come
to want and expect more care. "They
think more is better," Brownlee said.
So what's the solution to our
national healthcare crisis?
First, Brownlee said, we have
to define what it is that we want
out of healthcare. "We should
search for the best outcomes
at the lowest cost." She noted,
however, that the cost should
not be defined only in monetary
terms, but also in terms of the
cost to people. We should create
a delivery system that "treats
people compassionately, making
sure they get the care that they
need, and they don't get the care
that they don't need."
We should also be paying for
the quality of care, not the volume, Brownlee notes. She suggests healthcare delivery systems
look to organized care systems,
such as Kaiser Permanente,
where providers are salaried and
don't work off a fee-for-service
~~~~~~T""h~omas Vo COLLEGIAN model. Still, even organized
systems can improve, she said.
per capita on healthcare than the
Lastly, she noted, "To change
Chinese spend per capita on every- the course of healthcare, we must
thing."
change the patients' minds. The
She added that, by 2080, it is pro- press must help."
jected that 50 percent of our Gross
"Quit saying new is improved,
Domestic Product will be spent on more is better," she said. "When it
healthcare. "You can't have an econ- comes to medicine, sometimes less
omy that is 50 percent healthcare."
is more."

Contact Father Sal .Ragusa

x.4366
Cof,feehouse

Wednesday, February 2Z
8:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Hagerty Lounge
Contact Reuben Greenwald at

x.4704
Speed Networking
Wednesday, February 22
4;30 PM - 7:00 PM
Soda Center

Contact Career Center
x4600

Sn.apshots Throughout Asian
History

Thursday, February 23
6:00 PM • 9:00 J>M
Soda Center
Contact Intercultural Center
x8545

Rumble in the Jungle Dance
Friday, February 24
9:00 PM - 11:59 PM
Soda Center
Contact Reuben Greenwald
x4704

GRANT: Financial aid is threatened for thousands of students
continued from page 1
loans," Director of Media Relations Michael McAlpin said.
But there are options to fight
the proposals. March 7 is "Student Day in the Capitol," where
students
can travel
to the state
capitol to
lobby for ~
the rejection of the
cuts. Students can
also make
their voices
heard by
writing to
their state
representative and
joining the
Students First Alliance. "If enacted, the (cuts) could have

dire consequences. Thousands
of students will scramble for
limited availability in the underresourced public system," McAlpin said "The sad result could be

people could be denied; and
California will lose thousands of
future educated taxpaying wage
earners."
It's unbelievable that support-

ing students isn't a priority," Rys
said. "It's today's students who
will be dealing with the effects
of the state's financial dealings in
the present as well as the future."

Interested in photography?
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Planning an event?

Take photos for the Collegian!

Come to our storyboard meetings: every
Monday in Dante n7 @ 6 PM.
that educational opportunities,
thousands of deserving young

Want it in The. Collegian?
·mail us wjth the details of you
event at:
collegia@strilarys-ca.edu
or call fot more information:
{925) 6314279
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ETOUR
War is okay

Having a little bit of Fun.

indie pop band disappoints old listeners
CIA-inspired comedy falls flat at times New York-based
by KaUe Poner

by Gabi Reyes-Acos11
Staff Writer

It's a given that when you pile into
a movie theater with your hands full
of soda and an embarrassingly large
tub of popcorn, you are expecting that
the actors in whichever movie you're
watching are going to be pretty dam
attractive. In the newest spy turned
action turned love movie, This Means
War, the stars are exceptionally gorgeous, even by industry standards.
The trio of ridiculously good-looking
celebrities include Reese Witherspoon,
Tom Hardy, and Chris Pine.
Pine and Hardy play FDR and
Tuck, a CIA partnership built upon
teamwork and crooked smiles. They
chase the reqllisite bad guy, who
spends the rest of the movie trying to
enact revenge while muttering in an
Eastern European language. Among
the action is peppered the romantic
(though sometimes just silly) storyline

between the two spies and Reese Witherspoon, a woman who goes from being desperately single to suddenly dating both men.
The rest of the film is filled with the
two spies-who begin as friends but
slowly become rivals-attempting to
win her over with a variety of entertaining and somewhat absurd methods. At the beginning of the movie
it's amusing to see the spies watch their
love interest from afar; in fuct, there is a
particularly interesting scene in which
FDR and Tuck slyly put cameras in
Lauren's (Witherspoon) apartment
while she dances to a catchy 80's tune,
none the wiser. It is nice to see Tom
Hardy, who up until now hasn't had as
much widely known screen talk time,
shine as the sensitive and shy British
spy to Chris Pine's stereotypical ladykiller.
Yet, the movie falters at moments,
shifting from funny surveillance van
banter to a slightly stalkerish and
creepy vibe. Witherspoon's role is also
strange, for she is never given a true
personality; her role is more of a placeholder for FDR and Tuck to fight over.
Most of her time spent away from the
boys is spent with her dirty-mouthed
fuend, played by Chelsea Handler, discussing reasons why it's okay to date
two men at the same time. Lauren is
constantly talking to her fuend and to
herself, rationalizing and making excuses for her actions, which is really
too bad because if a woman is lucky
enough to truly like two men who look
like Hardy and Pine, she should be absolutely unapologetic about it.

Grade:B+

I,'

II

I'

ADMISSIONS INFORMATION SESSIONS
On earning your:
•Teaching credential in Elementary, Secondary and/or Special Education
• Master of Arts in School Counseling, School Psychology, Reading, Early
Childhood Education
•Montessori Education, TESOL, or Teaching Leadership
• Tier I administrative credential or Master of Arts or a doctorate in
Educational Leadership
INFORMATION SESSIONS:

6-8 p.m.
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
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Filippi Academic Hall, 1928 St. Mary's Road, Moraga
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APPOINTMENTS IVllUBlE UPON REQUEST.
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cals and witty lyrics. Then everything

up by a choir. His lyrics are equally enshifts and Ruess' voice turns into an tertaining, talking about "Tea Parties
autotuned warble that is simply unlis- and Twitter, I've never been so bitter."
tenable. Granted, there are some tracks The sound is very diverse and stands
on this album that sound like Aim and out from other artists of the same
Ignite. the title track and "All Alright," · genre. Mixed in with Fun.'s signature
to name a few. But even their familiar harmonic yet potent sound are songs
sound is deaned up and plastic sound- like "One Foot," which has heavy hiping. I'm afraid to say that Fun. has hop beats, and "Carry On," which
ditched their unique sound in order to sounds like an Irish drinking song
appeal to a larger audience.
Whether an old fan or a new one,
If "We Are Young" is all you know it's easy to recognize that Some Nights
of the band, you are going to love is a landmark album for Fun. that will
Some Nights. It is a flawles.s power-pop take them in an entirely new direction.
album, filled with an upbeat and ambitious sound that should not be missed.
Ruess has a very talented voice, which
Grade:B+
holds up as he is belting out a chorus,
Download: "Some Nights," ''All
softly singing a bridge, or being backed Alright"

The indie influence
Staff Writer

your individual needs.

SATURDAY, MAR. 17

Some people may know them
from their previous music, filled with
passionate vocals and a sound that has
been lauded as a blend of Queen and
Pet Sounds era Beach Boys. Most of
people know them from their single
"We Are Young," a mainstream hit
which has been featured on Glee and
in car commercials. Others may know
them as the band Nate Rues.s started
after The Format broke up.
However you know Fun. (yes, the
period is there on purpose), there are a
few more things that you should know
about them Namely, that they are
gaining widespread popularity .due to
the succes.s of their recent single. This
national recognition coincides perfectly with the release of their new album,
Some Nights, available today.
If you are a longtime fan, you are
not going to like this album. This is
the album where Fun. sells out. There
are several points where Rues.s autotunes his voice. Yes, that's right. Nate
R1Je5S, the man whose voice can do
no wrong, uses autotune for kicks
and giggles. In fact, the song "Stars"
is ruined by the use of autotune. The
first two minutes are amazing: an old
fashioned Fun. song with powerful vo-

· bv Carlo Sosa

Kalmanovitz School of Education offers you an unparalleled
learning experience with supportive guidance, focusing on

TUESDAY, FEB. 21

Fun.
Some Nights

"New" artists & albums at Grammy awards, not really new

STELLAR REPUTATION. DYNAMIC PROGRAMS.

'

Opinion Editor

•

KALMAN OVITZ

SCHOOL OF

EDUCATION

Hipsters have infiltrated the
Grammys! With recent winners of
the well-known music awards being artists that are quite unknown
in mainstream radio, it sure seems
that way.
Last year, the alternative rock
band Arcade Fire upstaged big
name hitters Eminem, Lady Antebellum, Lady Gaga and Katy
Perry by winning the Album of
the Year award for their 2011 release, The Suburbs. This came as a
big surprise to what seems like the
majority of the world wide web,
and resulted in a flurry of Twitter
and Tumblr posts synonymous to,
"Who the f--- are Arcade Fire?!?"
The results also came as a shock
to those who have known them
from the get-go, for the Grammys
have always been known more as
a popularity contest than simply
a measure of creative and artistic
achievement. This is not to say
that the other nominees were not
artistic, but they surely had mass
marketability on their side. All of
this· came about despite The Suburbs topping the US Billboard Top
100, and the UK Album Charts at
some point in the year.
This year, another alternative
rock artist captured the attention
of the Grammys, as Wisconsin
natives Bon Iver won both Best Alternative Music Album and Best
New Artist. Just like Arcade Fire,
Bon Iver's wins came with a bit of
confusion. Despite their self-titled

release peaking at #2 of the US
Billboard Top 200, and #1 of the
US Billboard Alternative Albums,
Rock Albums, and Independent
·Albums charts, there were still
those that did not know who they
were, and said that Justin Vernon and Co. did not deserve the
award. Accompanying this crowd
of people are tweets mistakenly
calling the band "Bonny Bear."
On the other side of the spectrum,
there were those who knew them
all too well already, and said they
shouldn't have even been nominated in the Best New Artist (FYI:
they technically could still be considered a "New Artist" because
have not released more than 3 albums, and have never been previously nominated in the Grammy).
Justin Vernon himself thought
that being nominated for the
Grammys was rather surprising.
Prior to his win, he mentioned
in an interview on CBC Q, "the
Grammys have been a long standing institution of
popular music... but
I do feel proud that
voters are maybe
standing outside the
box."
Winning
was
even more troubling ..,._.._
for him. In an interview he did for the
New York Times prior
to his nomination,
he said, "We should
not be gathering in a
big room and look-

ing at each other and pretending
this is important." Furthermore,
he said that for those whose goal
is to win a Grammy, "their art
is compromised by the fact that
they're thinking that." It's no wonder that upon accepting the award,
he couldn't stress enough how
hard it was to accept the award,
and how uncomfortable it was to
stand on stage doing an acceptance speech.
The culture of music as a
whole is defmitely changing. The
classic structure of songs is being
altered by many artists to make
music more interesting. With this
change, the inclusion of acts like
Bon Iver and Arcade Fire only
seems appropriate for these popular award shows. It is good for the
mainstream music industry because it exposes a large audience to
innovation, so don't be surprised if
you see another "unknown" artist
claiming a small golden gramophone around this time next year.

Photo courtesy of nme.com
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Going back to your roots

Truly Italian cuisine

Oakland's Pizzaiolo delivers organic, au- A personal reflection on how food has affected father's life
tions at the time were limited. didn't travel, but now they're
bv Alex lazela
thentic, anq sustainable pizzas and pastas
Editor-in-Chief
Coming from the simplicity of going all over the world and
bv Rebecca laird
Staff Writer

Pizzaiolo
5008 Telegraph Avenue
Oakland CA, 94609
(510) 652-4888
After having lived in Italy for
a total of nine months, I found
myself wondering if any Italian
restaurant in the East Bay could
truly represent the localized flavors of such regions in Italy
as Lazio or Toscana. There is
North Beach in San Erancisco,
which as the Italian neighborhood , has its roots from the
time of the Gold Rush to the
present and can still be felt visually on Grant Street, and sincerely in a few gems that still
dot the blocks there.
But if you desire a gourmet Italian experience slightly
closer, Pizzaiolo located in the
crux ·o f the Berkeley I Oakland
border will do just this . It dimly
lights an atmosphere that transports you to Rome, and eases
your overly organized day with
flavors and an aesthetic that
celebrates food , wine, and the
importance of a sociable culture .
My new friend, Lorenzo, a
Film Noir Graduate here from
Napoli, Italy for two months of
research at UC Berkeley recommended what he heard through
the UC Berkeley grapevine, a
worthwhile and true Italian restaurant in many respects.
We found ourselves entering a restaurant front that was
greatly overshadowed by the
boisterous neon signs surrounding. You could call it a hole in
the wall unless you know the
area well. As a mature and attentive brunette smiled and led
us to the last open table for two,
immediately my eyes were full
and excited , like in the romanticized culture I once experienced .
Although this was a special
treat , neither of us was looking
to be outrageous - after all ,

we are both students with limited funds. Lorenzo ordered for
the antipasti, hand-stretched
mozzarella with faro Brussels
sprouts and almonds. Then, for
the primi, Meatballs al Pizzaiolo. I chose my favorite route,
wood-fired pizza, California
squid, tomato sauce and aioli.
I was already smitten by the
resemblance of the interior to
many favorite place in Rome,
but as Lorenzo and I shared
a bit of each dish, I waited to
read his reaction. In Italy, food
appreciation is not a course you
can find , it just is. The idea of
freshness, simplicity, and the
bringing out of flavors - that
usually, in Americanized Italian food become masked by
heavy sauces, artificiality, and
spices - are fostered to every
Italian boy and girl and carried
seamlessly through generations.
He had no words when I inquired how everything was for
him , only gaping eyes that sparkled with enjoyment. He was
impressed and , needless to say,
will be recommending Pi~zaio
lo to any food lover he knows.
The menu is adapted daily,
and is in support of the SlowFood Movement that is slowly
infiltrating America from Euro,
pean cultures with organic and
sustainable ingredients. The
owner Charlie reveals that "the
food you eat at Pizzaiolo is 100
percent down-home humanmade. It stands in the face of
the overly commoditized food
systems . that have taken over
the American consciousness
since the industrial revolution.
It is grown, cooked, and served
by people who live right here,
who raise their children here,
right now. "
· This place is all about atmosphere, integrity of food , and
fabulous service. Although Valentine 's Day has passed, this
would be my absolute recommendation for any future occasions.
Grade: A

My dad's a pretty interesting
fellow. When I called him up to
ask him some questions for my
Food Journalism class, he was
watching a soccer game while
making sushi. Pretty amazing
considering just over 30 years
ago he was living in communist
Poland, eating just the most basic and rudimentary dishes one
could find in a country closed
off from the rest of the world,
without even being aware of the
existence of Japanese cuisine.
My dad Stan defected from
Poland under communist rule
in 1978, fleeing to Los Angeles with no friends, no English,
and only a twenty in his pocket.
Naturally, he loathed communism, but what never left him as
he left his home country was his
sincere adoration of food, and
the notions of family and tradition that coincide with it.
"It reminds me of my mom,"
he says in his thick Polish accent. "I always liked the coziness of making food in our
kitchen in Poland, in our little
village, with our wood-burning
oven and the snow outside.
Food was always associated
with warmth and goodness."
As memorable as the food
was, there 's no denying the op-

2012 Oscar Predictions
bvJenPeng
Staff Writer

Th e Co ll egian takes a loo k at this year's nominees and makes some guesses at th e top awards.
While

Best Picture
The Descendants
Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close
The Artist
Hugo
Midnight in Pan·s
The Help
Moneyball
War Horse
The Tree of Life

Courtesy of film ofilia.co m

Jean Dujardin nearly embodies the
charisma of Oark Gable on the screen.
Not only does he resemble his winning
smile, friendly eyes, and warm laughter,
everything about Dujardin's performance
in this film is perfect. Mr. Dujardin's silence says more than the very few words
he says in the film.

-~~~~~~~-

Personally, I do not believe Viola Davis deserves to win Best Actress at this
year's Oscars. But seeing that it has been
a close race between Davis and Meryl
Streep, between the two it is only a matter of time for Davis to finally gamer the
Oscar she deserves.

Best Actress
Glenn Close, Albert Nobbs
Viola Davis, The Help
Rooney Mara, The Girl with the

Dragon Tattoo
C ourtesy of cynicritics.com

Marilyn

Best Supporting Actor
Kei;ineth Branagh, My Week with

Marilyn

C o urtesy o f mo v ies.about.com

Incredibly Close

Best Supporting Actress

Courtesy of Todd J enkins,
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Berenice Bejo, The Artist
Jessica Chastain, The Help
Melissa McCarthy, Bridesmaids
Janet McTeer, Albert Nobbs
Octavia Spencer, The Help

state

Co urtesy o f cs m o ni ror.com

Brad P itt, Moneyball

Jonah Hill, Moneyball
Nick Nolte, Wam·or
C hristopher P lummer, Beginners
Max Von Sydow, Extremely Loud &

predictions

has been taking this award season by
storm. This film stands as one of the
most original and poignant masterpieces created this decade. Silent and
black-and-white, it serves as a great
homage and reminder of what a film
used to be: a classic.

Deman Bichir, A Better Life
George Clooney, The Descendants
Jean Dujardin, The Artist
G ary Oldman, Tinker Tailor Soldier

Meryl Streep, The Iron Lady
Michelle Williams, My Week with

some

Hugo may be the surprise success at
this year's Oscars, so far The Artist

Best Actor

Spy

SMC Meme of the Week

food in a communist state to the bringing back new experiences."
overwhelmingly diverse food
My dad's cooking reflects
scene in LA only added to my that of a traditional Polish man
dad's sheer affinity for every- gone global. He'll literally make
thing involving food. "I have anything and everything. I asked
an open mind, " he says. "I like him what the menu's like at the
variety. I'm not a boring person. Kozela household this week.
I like different foods for differ- His response? "Today sushi, toent days. If I was still living in . morrow Cuban, then German,
Poland I'd be bored. Now they Argentinean, you name it. "
have excellent restaurants there,
Yet what probably best dembut LA really exposed me to onstrated the true traditionalist
other foods."
in him is the fact that his favorBack when Poland was com- ite type of food is still Polish. "I
munist, the food was simple, like a lot of different foods, but
as outside influences were few people say whatever you grow
and far between. Now, in an era up with is your favorite food .
where communism in his home Food from your childhood is the
country is history, my dad says, most important." I must be my
Poles, and anyone else really, father 's son, because our favorare far more exposed to foods ite meals are the same: wienerthat span the entire globe, re- schnitzel with sauerkraut and
gardless of location.
mashed potatoes.
"When I was growing up in
Regardless of where or what
Poland I didn't know what su- he 's eating, food will always be
shi was, and now [in Poland] as personal to my dad as his Polthey have sushi places on every ish heritage itself.
corner. Globalization has really
" If I were younger, I'd go to
turned food into an internation- culinary school. Food reflects
al market.
your mind , everything. Your
"Poland is out of the box whole body, your brain, to all
now, they have such good res- your muscles. It reflects your
taurants yo_u wouldn't believe it. personality too.
"If you eat sh*t, you die earPolish immigrants travel all over
the world and bring it back. Pol- ly."
No truer words ever spoken.
ish people in the communist era

Courtesy of moviefilm ·movidilm.blogspot.co m ·

When Plummer signed on to play the
dying father in Beginners, in no way did he
expect to receive so much praise and attention for the role. Plummer is delightful
and heartbreaking to watch on the screen.
He perfectly executes the fear of knowing
death is near by having the ability to portray the sadness in his eyes.
Spencer's performance in The Help
is very good, but notliing extraordinary
compared to other actresses. While Jessica
Chastain is nominated, she is nominated
for The Help and not for The Tn:e of Life.
If Chastain had not been nominated for
The Help, Spencer would not have had a
chance at winning this year's Oscars.
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Santo rum Living in Nicaragua teaches key lesson
can still fail Community and love more important than material possessions
bv Porsia Tonzi
Contributing Writer

bv Charlie Guese
Staff Writer

ormer Pennsylvania senator Rick Santorum seldom
trended high on any shortlist of
Republican presidential prospects
in the months leading into fowa's
Super Tuesday caucus. His small yet
persistent campaign has experienced
some surpnsmg successes, winning
the caucuses in Iowa, Minnesota,
Colorado, and the Missouri primary.
Rick Santorum has propelled himself to the front of the race, making
serious challenges to Mitt Romney's
seemingly safe campaign. It remains
to be seen, however, if Santorum can
not only seize the Republican nomination from Romney, but also if he
could ultimately unseat incumbent
President Obama.
Santorum's recent surges among
primary and caucus voters are largely
ascribed to their attraction to his
socially conservative views coupled
with the growing perceived weariness of Mitt Romney. Santorum's
promises of a balanced budget, lower
taxes, and distinctly conservative
views on social issues have made
him a favorite among caucus goers
as the antidote to Romney. Caucus
voters find Newt Gingrich to be too
dangerous to fill that role, and Ron
Paul, when mentioned, holds too
many untraditional views for him
to ever be popular in his own party.
So if Santorum can out-conservative all the other candidates, can he
sustain his momentum? Romney's
thickly-padded super PAC wallet
and his general favoring amongst
establishment Republicans may ultimately leave Santorum in the same
category as Herman Cain, Michele
Bachmann, Rick Perry, and other Republican presidential hopefuls who
once also appeared to have chances
at upsetting Romney themselves.
Santorum's stances on birth control
make him a topical candidate in light
of the country's sudden culture war,
but his strategic attacks on Romney
and Obama may not be as successful
for him as in the past in the upcoming batch of caucuses and primaries.
It is still far too early for anyone to
dismiss Santorum, but the GOP-must
also remain cognizant that it must
choose the best candidate in order
to unseat President Obama. Each
candidate is trying to prove to Republican voters that he is the perfect
antithesis to Obam~ and is the most
Republican of anyone. Whoever
actually becomes the Republican
·nominee will be forced to append this
maxim in the general election and
the nominee must also make himself
out to be closer to the center than he
admits so as to not be too polarizing
a figure next to Obama.
With unemployment rates slipping
below nine percent for the first time
in two years and Obama's approval
rating rising above 50 percent for the
first time in eight months, the incumbent Obama is showing evidence of
having a stronger case for reelection in November. Whoever his
competitoi: will be, the Republican
candidate must demonstrate the
same perseverance and persistence
seen in the GOP primaries.

F

o there I was on the final
evening, me and the midnight
blue Pacific, quickly memorizing
every moment of the past 25 days
in Nicaragua. Time was slipping
through my fingertips; the fond
memories were already fading.
It was the first time I had really
been alone in a matter of days - just
me and the sensational view that enveloped me. The warm ocean water
danced along my toes as I arched my
back to stare at the magnificent starry
sky. Twinkling with profound elegance, the universe smiled upon me,
urging me to believe in something
bigger than myself. Like watching
a film, rewinding to the best scenes
over and over again, I filtered through
my favorite moments I had spent in
Nicaragua, pausing longer on the
ones that were beyond extraordinary.
"Tell me, Porsia ... What was it
like? How was your one month adventure abroad?"
How in the world do I answer such
a question?
Unforgettable. Dream-like. Miserable. Incredible. Solidarity. Different.
Beautiful.
A fusion of lavish colors painted
the sky, while shades of emerald and
olive engulfed the forests that speckled the country of Nicaragua.. The
beauty was almost too unbearable
for the human eye, yet my friends
and I soaked up every inch of our
majestic, simplistic paradise. It was
true, Nicaragua's beauty was beyond
anything I could have ever imagined
in a classroom, but my adventure
did not lie within nature's beckoning
arms; rather, rny experience was with
the people.
Living in a rural, impoverished
area is quite different than simply
learning about it. I came to Nicaragua from a place of privilege and I
don't know if I actually knew what
that meant until I came to this place
of awakening.

S

When I ventured home from the
San Francisco International airport,
placing an official end to my wild
adventure, I realized how difficult the
task would be to paint a true picture
of my experience. What would I tell
people?
Would I tell people about the
backbreaking work involved with
carrying bags filled with coffee beans
across countless kilometers? Would I
tell them how much we danced as the
sun went down with only a few flash
lights to see where we were stepping?
Would I tell them how easy it was to
communicate once we learned how
to simply smile and try? Would I
tell them about picking cotton and
how it brought chills down my body
because it reminded me of what the
United States was built upon? Would
I tell people about swimming with no
care in the world in a hot spring near
a silent volcano? Would I tell people
about how I learned that a nearby La
Salle school no longer had a Lasallian
connection since the 1970s earthquake? Would I tell people about the

new friendships I had made and how
they taught me about acceptance,
openness, and unconditional love?
Which story do I tell them first?
Do I tell them everything? Even the
bad? Perhaps I could just sit someone
down, explaining that my experience
would take weeks to describe, that it
was more than just traveling to a different country - it was experiencing
what it meant to be human.
In being human, there can be no
contrast. There is no "other." When
we finally acknowledge our united
humanness, we don't see people as
lacking or strange; rather, we learn
what it means to love.
Come! West said, "Justice is what
love looks like in public." I have
finally seen the common thread that
lies between all human beings - our
ability to find purpose, our desire to
laugh, our willingness to believe and
hope, and our final breaths echoed in
death. While at Saint Mary's College,
I have spent the past three and a half
years learning about what it means to
have a just world, but it wasn't until

this Jan Term immersion abroad that
solidified my entire education. True
knowledge can only be complete
through immersion and experience.
Without both, we fail at defining
what it means to be human.
In my stay in the small village
of El Porvenir, I saw a glimpse of
heaven. I saw how families loved
each other, how children played,
how dedicated the human spirit
could be. I saw something that
many of us have lost - simplicity,
hope, love.
And so, even though January
has come and gone, I believe in
the power of an experience. We
must continue to fight for something worth fighting for. We must
acknowledge our privilege so we
can use it to benefit others instead
of just ourselves. We must create
a more just world.
"So, your adventures are over
then ... "
"No. To live, to live would be an
awfully big adventure. "

Could we be happier? An intercultural look
United States can learn from Bhutan's Gross National Happiness
bv Sara oesamis
Assistant Opinion Editor

ith the American government intervening in problems outside of our country, ignoring
crucial environmental issues, and
creating absurd bills for censoring the
internet, it seems like they don't care
about the happiness of their citizens.
In order to have a secure, functioning society, they need to understand
how to work in harmony with their
citizens to ensure satisfaction for
everyone.
This is where Gross National
Happiness comes in. In 2005,
Bhutan, a small country in the Himalayas between China and India,
made the decision to develop Gross
National Happiness (GNH), a
measurement of how satisfied their
citizens are. Bhutan is unique, saying
that their progress and happiness is
not solely defined by economic success like most other countries, but

W

instead focused more on cultural
and environmental preservation and
development.
According to the King of Bhutan,
Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck,
_whose father began GNH, "the essence of the philosophy of Gross
National Happiness is the peace
and happiness of our people and
the security and sovereignty of the
nation." Obviously, whatever it is
the government of Bhutan is doing,
they are doing it right. In the 2010
GNH survey sent out to the population, more than half of the respondents said that they considered their
quality of life 'good/very good.'
More than half of the population
in Bhutan are farmers living in rural
~rea. Most do not have a formal
education.
So what is it then? Do we need to
abandon getting a formal education
in order to be happier? Not at all,
in fact. The survey also asked how
many people the respondent could
count on if they were sick or having

financial problems, and many said
over eight people. Instead of taking
care of themselves, the people of
Bhutan also value taking care of their
friends and neighbors. I don't want
to sound pessimistic, but sometimes
when I look out of my car window
and see a woman driving her BMW;
wearing big glasses, and drinking a
trenta Starbucks mocha, I just know
that the only thing on that woman's
mind is her upcoming appointment
forBotox.
Bhutan was already a happy country before GNH began. The government realized that the prosperity of
its people, culture, and environment
only strengthened the feelings of security and peace in the country. The
happiness of the American people is
not just the government's problem,
it's ourproblem as Americaii citizens.
We need to commit ourselves to preserving what we think is important
to our culture. If you think a forest is
in danger and needs to be protected,
then don't just shrug your shoulders

and keep stalking your friends on
Facebook, speak out. The problem
with society is that we are ostracizing
ourselves from one another, hiding
behind technology and big glasses.
This is not an attack on society. I
admire what they have accomplished
in Bhutan, and I am only encouraging others to consider doing the
same. However, the only way to do
this is to abandon prejudices and
adopt a more generous outlook.
Bhutan is ~ small country, which
is part of the reason why GNH was
instituted so quickly. A program like
GNH may not happen in America
for a long time, but that doesn't mean
we can't get a head start.
A society based on driving our
cars alone, surfing the web alone in
our rooms, or drinking our espressos
alone is a society that is doomed to
continue suffering. But a society
where people carpool, plant trees, or
help out a neighbor who is hurting that's a happy society. It's a society
worth living in.
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Gaels tame LMU Lions on Senior Night

Saint Mary's fighting for second place in conference play

BASEBALL: Hot start propels Gaels into

wee

play

continued from page 8
ninth. The monster shot cleared
the net, traveling well past 3 70
feet. As the game went into extra innings the Thunderbirds
failed to score thanks to a Brenden Kalfus missile from right
throw, gunning down a runner
·at horn~ . The clutch play gave
the Gaels an exciting opportunity to win it all. With Patrick
Wisdom on third, Chris Murphy placed a great sacrifice
bunt along the third baseline.

This allowed Wisdom to score
the winning run and complete
the comeback. This marks the
first Opening Weekend sweep
for the Saint Mary's baseball
program since 2009 as well as
the first time since 1994 that the
Gaels have started the season
with a 3-0 record. The baseball
team looks forward to participating in their first conference
competition next weekend versus Brigham Young.

Rough start for lacrosse
Saint Mary's falls to Cal in opener
Krvsta Worthen
Contributing Writer

Courtesy of s mcgae ls.com

Junior Morgan Hatten scored five points as the Gaels continue to succeed in conference play.

bv Simon Tmna

less than a minute to play. Smith
finished with five points on the
With conference tournament day, which was enough for her
spots on the line, the Loyola Mary- to surpass the 1,300 career points
mount Lions and the Saint Mary's scored mark.
Despite a solid performance
Gaels battled it out in a back-andforth duel that ultimately saw the on the floor with six points and
Gaels pull away for a 61-56 win at · eight rebounds, forward Danielle
McKean Pavilion. In a game that Mauldin fouled out with nine
honored seniors Jasmine Smith, points in the game. In a night
Amber Coatney, Alex Carbone!, where underclassmen ruled the
and Alyssa Levesque, it was un- court, it was only fitting that
derclassmen Jackie Nared and freshman Haley Hendrickson
played a decisive role. On a night
Carli Rosenthal that led the way.
Nared had a team high 18 where Alex Crawling scored a
points, as well as 11 rebounds and game high 21 points to become
a career high eight assists. Not to the all-time points scored leader
be outdone, Rosenthal had a stel- in Lion history, Hendrickson limlar night herself, getting her first ited Crowling's scoring down the
double-double in league play with stretch and put away the game
a career high 15 points and 12 re- with two clutch free throws wi.t h
2.5 seconds left in the game.
bounds.
Saint Mary's largest lead was
Despite struggling all game,
Smith stepped up defensively in thirteen, but they were never
a big way, creating an offensive able to put the Lions away. Layla
foul with the Gales up two and Mary.mount was inches away
Assistant Sports Editor

from tying the game as Alex
Cowling missed a three with
thirty seconds left. However, two
missed free throws by Rosenthal
gave the Lions hope, yet missed
another three-pointer on their
next possession. Luckily for the
Gaels, Hendrickson came down
with the rebound and converted
on her free throws to ice the game
and put up another notch in the
win column.
The Gaels next travel to take
on the Toreros of San Diego on
Thursday at 7:00 PM before finishing the regular season at Pepperdine on Saturday. With two
wins this week and a BYU loss,
the Gaels would be tied for second in the West Coast Conference. If BYU were to lose twice,
and Saint Mary's to win twice, the
Gaels would be alone in second
and clinch the exclusive doublebye in the conference tournament
in Las Vegas.

MBALL.: Tough road games ahead

Saint Mary's played their
season opener on the new recreational turf field, but unfortunately suffered a tough loss to
UC Berkeley on Sunday, with
the final score being 18-6.
The game started with Rachel
Minarovich taking the first draw
for the Gaels, but Cal gained
possession and Saint Mary's
went immediately on the defensive. Anna Maria Carabini
played hard defensively, as the
Gaels forced the Bears to slow
it down. Cal drove in for a goal,
but the Gael defense collapsed
on them and forced them out.
Saint Mary's gained possession
and moved the ball up the field
with crisp clean passes between
Holly Hayes, Rachel Minarovich, Megan Armes, and Jaclyn
Biggers, but unfortunately the
ball was turned over which led
to Cal scoring the first goal.
The Gaels capitalized on any
poor passes from the Bears,
and got there first to pick up
the ground balls. Unfortunately, the Cal attack was on their
game and scored six goals be-

continued from page 8

ence Tournament in Las Vegas.
Down five at half-time, and
playing without their best defender in Holt, the Gaels crawled
back into the game behind Matthew Dellavedova, taking a one
point lead with 17:51 left in the
game. However, the Aussie point
guar:d would roll his ankle afterwards and have to exit to the
locker room to get it looked at.
With Dellavedova out, the Lions
used a series of runs to put the
game away, with Saint Mary's
not being able to come closer
than five points, eventually losing 75-60.
Things would not get much
better for the Gaels as they made
the highly anticipated trip to
Murray, Kentucky, to face the
14th ranked Racers, losers of
only one game this year. Without
Steven Holt in the lineup, Saint
Mary's looked lifeless on offense,
not being able to penetrate to
the basket, and missing an overwhelming amount of three's.

SPORTS THIS
WEEK

While the shots weren't falling
for the Gaels, they were for the
Racers. Murray State made seven
of 10 three-pointers in the first
half to build a nine point advantage into the half. Things would
get much worse for the Gaels in
the second half, as they were run
out of the building by the more
motivated and athletic Racers,
eventually losing 65-51. In the
second half, Saint Mary's shot
29.6 percent from the field and a
mere 12.5 percent from beyond
the arc. The Gaels only made
two of fourteen three-pointers
the whole game. Only an 11-3
run late in the game made the
score indicate that the game was
closer than it appeared.
However, all is not lost. Saint
Mary's received some good news
late on Saturday when USF beat
Gonzaga for the third straight
year in San Francisco. The
Zags' loss gives Saint Mary's a
one-game lead with two to play,
meaning that if they win at Portkn s as etba
- Thurs. "' Portland 7:00 pm
- Sat. '" USF 8:00 pm
Baseball
- Fri vs. BYU 2:00 pm
- Sat, Sun. vs. BYU I :00 pm
Golf
- Sat(" Palm Dessert 7:30 am

land and at San Francisco, they
will be the outright champions
for the frrst time since 1989. In
the loss to Murray State, forward
Beau Levesque and Dellavedova
provided hope for the upcoming
games. Levesque provided tremendous defense and energy, as
he put up six points and grabbed
six rebounds in 22 minutes before
fouling out. Dellavedova had 17
points as well as six assists, as he
became the Gaels' all-time assist
leader.
The Gaels will get four days
of rest before their game against
Portland (6-21, 3-11 WCC) on
Thursday night. Saint Mary's
will look to work out the kinks
on defense which should lead to
more, and better, offensive possessions. The Gaels will look to
come out strong against the Pilots. After all, the memory of last
year's skid and not being invited
to the Big Dance still lingers in
their minds, and in the minds of
the Gael faithful.
Wnmcn's Baskerb.111
- Thurs ,, S.tn Pit•gn 7:00 pm
- S..11 a Pcppcidml' 2:00 pm
Woml'n·s LJ(rossc
- Thurs vs. UC Davis 7:00 pm
Sntib.111
- Sat. PCSC Crossover Tourney, Moraga. 8:30 am
- Sun. PCSC CrossOwr Tourney, Moraga,
10:30 am

fore the Gaels answered back.
Amanda Cross took advantage
of a bad pass in the midfield
for the Bears, and drove quickly down to the goal where she
scored the Gaels' first goal of
the day. The Bears continued to
challenge the Saint Mary's defense until the last two minutes,
where Jaclyn Biggers scored the
second goal off a penalty shot.
The score at half-time was 9-2 in
favor of Cal.
The Gaels came back in the
second half, with goals from
Caroline Mahony, Amanda
Cross, Jaclyn Biggers, and Anna
Turpit. The Bears, however,
were not done, and continued
to find the back of the net.
Saint Mary's goalkeeper Kathleen Worsdale worked hard and
made some great saves against
the Bears, including a shot in
the last seconds of the game.
Defensive player Rachel Sunday and midfielder Holly Hayes
played hard fought defense to
help Worsdale out.
With this loss to Cal, Saint
Mary's will move forward to
their first ever night game under
the lights on Thursday, February
23 at home against UC Davis.

PLAYER OF THE WEEK
I

Collin Ferguson
Baseball
In his first ever at
bat at the collegiate
level, the freshman
infielder hit a gametying home run in
the ninth inning that
helped the Gaels
complete the season
opening sweep of
Southern Utah

Women's Tennis:
- Tues. •a Stanford 2:00 pm
- Sat. vs SDSU ·a Seattle 12:00 pm

Follow us!
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Men's Tennis:
- Sat. r,, UCLA I :00 pm

w. facchook .convsmcco Ilcgian

Twitter: (//SMC_ collegian
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Gaels sweep season opener

Giants off.
season review

Saint Mary's starts season 3-0 for the first time since 1994

Team has high hopes in 2012

bv Simon Trvzna
Assistant Sports Editor

Courtesy of smcgaels.com

Junior Martin Agosta pitched a gem in the first game in the new stadium.

bV Sierraleightv
Contributing Writer

It was an exciting opening
weekend for the Saint Mary's
Baseball program. Not only did
the Gaels reveal the recently
constructed baseball stadium
to over 800 adoring fans on
Friday, February 19, they went
on to sweep the series against
Southern Utah University.
The Gael momentum started on Friday when junior ace

Martin Agosta pitched a gem,
holding Southern Utah to just
one run in seven innings. The
offense rewarded him late in
the game. In the bottom of the
eighth inning Cole Norton, the
Gaels' left fielder, hit a double
that allowed for Ricky Boas
to score the winning run . The
Gaels won 2-1, with 8 hits and
one error.
As the Gaels ventured into
Saturday's game, the bats
seemed to be heating up. Six
players accumulated 14 hits,

with the biggest hit of the day
belonging to Shawn O'Brien,
a pinch hitter. In the bottom
of the fourth O'Brien came in
for Markus Melgosa and on the
very first pitch O'Brien swung
away to hit a two-run home run
over right field fence. It was
the first home run at the new
Louis Guisto Field as well as
the first home run of O'Brien's
career. O'Brien's hit was just
the start to a great offensive inning that put the Gaels ahead
for the rest of the game. The

final score was 9-2 in favor of
Saint Mary's.
In the final game versus
Southern Utah University
both teams traded zeroes until .the ninth inning when the
Thunderbirds drew first blood.
The future looked dim for the
Gaels until pinch hitter freshman Colin Ferguson stepped
up to his first-ever at bat. Ferguson crushed the ball over
the right field wall to tie the
game 1-1 in the bottom of the

BASEBALL, p7

Despite injuries, losses, Gaels not done yet
Saint Mary's looks to win

wee outright this
bV Simon Trvzna
Assistant Sports Editor

Courtesy o smcgae s.com

Sophomore Beau Levesque was a bright star in loss at Murray State.

When the game clock struck
zero at Murray Kentucky, the
Gaels not only lost their third
game out of four, but have
found themselves with their back
against the wall. Stuck in their
first losing streak of the year,
the Gaels have brought shades
of their February collapse of
last year, where they were a lock
to win the wee and make the
NCAA tournament before losing
three games in a row and coming
up short in the Conference Tournament. While excuses shouldn't
be made for Saint Mary's, their
two losses are understandable
due to two injuries sustained in a
home loss to LMU.
Facing Loyola . Marymount

week

at home is a difficult task. This
year, the Lions have shocked everyone by going 7-1 on the road,
including a complete beat-down
of Brigham Young. Widely considered the most athletic team
in conference, LMU came out
firing in the first half, leading by
as much as eight and taking a
five-point lead at half-time. However, even before that, McKean
Pavilion was in panic mode. A
collision with an LMU player left
Steven Holt with a partially torn
MCL and a bone bruise. There is
no clear timetable to his return,
as the expected time to heal is
around six weeks. Yet Holt has
said that he expects to be out
for only two weeks, meaning he
would be back for the Confer-
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Following their unexpected
run to the 2010 World Series,
the San Francisco Giants were a
favorite to get back into the playoffs and contend for another title. But unproductive years from
Aubrey Huff and Cody Ross, as
well as devastating injuries to
catcher Buster Posey and second baseman Freddie Sanchez
left the Giants shorthanded on
offense and despite being in first
place up until mid-August, San
Francisco eventually fell shorthanded and missed the playoffs.
Coming into the off-season,
the big question was if the ownership ·could lock up ace pitchers
Tim Lincecum and Matt Cain
to long-term deals. So far, that
question has been put on hold.
The Giants signed "Timmy" to
two years and $41 million, thus
buying out his last two years of
arbitration. While expensive,
this was a good move because it
allows the two parties to negotiate an extension without worrying about how much Lincecum
will make in the 2013 ·season.
And even though they haven't
reached an extension with
Matt Cain, they still have all of
March to work things out before
Opening Day.
In between talks with the star
pitchers, San Francisco traded
away fan-favorite Andres Torres, who himself · had a down
year last year, and relief pitcher
Ramon Ramirez, for a younger
and faster Angel Pagan. f agan
had a breakout year in 2010,
and while regressing in 2011,
will look to be one of the pivotal players on the Giants. One
of the problems San Francisco
had was their lack of speed, and
Pagan solves that problem. Another addition, Melky Cabrera
(traded for Jonathan Sanchez),
will fill in either at the top of
the order, or in the middle. In
his only year as a Kansas City
Royal, Cabrera hit .305 with 18
home runs and 87 RBl's, all career-highs. While it will be difficult to duplicate those numbers
in pitcher-friendly AT&T Park,
Cabrera should still have a solid
year hitting behind Buster Posey
and Pablo Sandoval.
The biggest question for the
Giants heading into the season
is how will the team bounce
back following injuries and
down years. Will Huff regain
the same mojo as he had in
2010? Will Brar:idon Belt continue the success he had playing in
the Dominican Republic Winter League? Will Barry Zito be
worth more than five percent of
his contract this year? All these
questions and more will be answered over the long haul of the
season. The Giants are hoping
that the answer to all those is yes
and that it will lead them back
to an Orange October.

